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502 THE GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 

The author of the idea was the late Joseph Renaud, Director of the French Hydrographic 
Service. At a prelimineiry conference held in London in 1919 a committee consisting of 
M. Renaud £md the Hydrographers of Great Britain and the United States began its labors 
of organization, and within a year practically all the invited States had approved of their 
recommendations. 

The main objects of the Bureau are to co-ordinate the eflForts of the various Hydrographic 
Services with a view to rendering navigation easier and safer on all the seas, to obtain as 
much uniformity in hydrographic documents as possible, and to advemce the theory and 
practice of hydrography. The Bureau has no authority over the national Hydrographic 
Offices; it is a consultative body. Its functions may be summarized as follows: 

The maintenance of up-to-date collections of charts and other documents issued by the 
various Hydrographic and MeteorologiceJ Services, together with the preparation of a list 
of such hydrographic documents as are of historical interest, and their whereabouts. 

Study and research upon all subjects which affect hydrography, including instruments and 
survey methods. 

Publication of veU-ious lists such as those of geographical positions, and the distribution 
of information regetfding new surveys, etc. 

Advice, when asked for, which will aid governments in establishing Hydrographic Offices, 
or in developing those already established. 

The Bureau has unfortunately been deprived, by his death, of the further services of M. 
Renaud on Its Directing Board. This Board, elected for five yeeirs, consists of Vice-Admiral 
Sir John Parry (Great Britain), President, and representatives from the Netherlands emd 
Norway. The address of the Bureau Hydrographique International is 3 rue du Port, 
Monaco, and the Secretary-General is Captain G. Splcer-Simson (Geogr. Journ., April, 
1922). 

Obituary 

Thorvaldur Thoroddsen. The well-known Icelandic geographer and geologist, Thor- 
valdur Thoroddsen, died in Copenhagen on September 30, 1921, after an illness of several 
months. He was bom in Iceland on June 6, 1855, and studied in the universities of Copen- 
hagen and Leipzig. For many years he was teacher in the College of Reykjavik until 1899, 
when he moved to Copenhagen and devoted himself to research and writing. As a young 
student he accompanied in 1876 Professor Johnstrup on his expedition to investigate the 
Icelandic volcano Askja, and this directed Thoroddsen to what became the task of his life. 
He realized how imperfect Weis existing knowledge about the nature of his native land, and 
in 1 88 1 he began exploring it; with public and private support he continued this exploration 
often under great difficulties almost every summer until 1898, having then visited all parts 
of the country. The results of these explorations he published from time to time in various 
Icelandic and foreign periodicals. In 1900 appeared his geological map of Iceland, a few 
years later his important descriptive work, "Island: Grundriss der Geographic und Geologic" 
(Petermanns Mitt. Ergdmungsheft No. 152, 1905, and No. 153, 1906). "An Account of the 
Physical Geography of Iceland with Special Reference to the Plant Life" appeared in 1914 
as a part of "The Botany of Iceland." He was a prolific writer, and in Icelandic there are 
several large works from his pen, such as a history of Icelandic geography (in four volumes, 
the first two of which were translated into German); on earthquakes in Iceland; on the 
climate of Iceland during the last thousand years; an account of his explorations and 
travels (in four volumes) ; a comprehensive description of Iceland, which he left unfinished, 
four volumes having appeared at the time of his death; and many other smaller writings. 
His most imf)ortant contributions to science were his writings on volcanism. When he 
began his explorations only about 30 volcanoes were known in Iceland, but he found there 
at least 130. No one had so varied and wide knowledge about his native land as Thoroddsen; 
he was a historian as well as naturalist. He was an attractive personality, a cultured and 
widely read man with many interests. In recognition of his work he received many honors. 
In 1894 the University of Copenhagen made him a doctor honoris causa, and in 1909 he was 
elected member of the Danish Royal Academy. In 1906 he received the Daly medal of the 
American Geographical Society and he also held gold medals from the geographical societies 
of Copenhagen and Paris and the Linne medal of Stockholm. He was honorary member of 
several scientific societies. 
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